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Amendments to the Claims: 

Claims 1-5 axe pending. Please amend claims 1 and 5 and add new claim 6 as shown below. 
This listing of claims will replace all prior listings of claims in the application. 

Listing Of Claims: 

Claim I (currently amended): An ink jet printing apparatus having carriage 
scanning means for moving and scanning a carriage on which a print head that ejects ink is 
mounted, print medium feeding means for feeding one of a plurality of stacked print media, and 
print medium conveying means for conveying said print medium fed by said print medium 
feeding means to a position where printing can be carried out using said print head, the apparatus 
comprising: 

control means for causing c oncurr e nt performance of a print medium feeding and 
conveying operation of continuously conveying said print medium while shifting said print 
medium from said print medium feeding means to said print medium conveying means and 
causing in par allel, performance of a preliminary ejecting operation e£anid print head during a 
pari nfthe period of the performance of the print m edium feeding and conveying operation, 

said control means providing control such that not all of driving of said print medium 
feeding means, driving of said print medium conveying means[[,]] and said preliminary ejecting 
operation are simultaneously performed. 

Claim 2 (original): An ink jet printing apparatus as claimed in claim 1 , wherein said 
preliminary ejecting operation is performed concurrently with said operation performed by said 
print medium conveying means to convey said print medium the position where printing can be 
carried out using said print head, said conveying operation being included in said print medium 
feeding and conveying operation. 
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Claim 3 (original): An ink jet printing apparatus as claimed in claim I, wherein said 

preliminary ejecting operation includes 

a step of allowing said carriage scanning means to move said carriage to a position where 

said print head can carry out preliminary ejection, 

a step of allowing said print head to carry out preliminary ejection, and 

a step of allowing said carriage scanning means to move said carriage to a position where 

said print head can execute printing on said print medium. 

Claim 4 (original): An ink jet printing apparatus as claimed in claim 1 , wherein said 

ink jet printing apparatus has 

a first driving source that electrically drives said carriage scanning means, 
a second driving source that electrically drives said print medium feeding means, and 
a third driving source that electrically drives said print medium conveying means, and 
not all of said three driving sources are simultaneously driven. 

Claim 5 (currently amended): A p i ol i minary ejecting control method of an jnk jet 
printing apparatus having carriage scan n ine means for moving and scanning a carriage on which 
a print head that elects ink is mounted, print medium feed ing means for feeding one of a plurality 
of stacked print media, and print mediu m conveying means for conveying said print medium fed 
by s *id print medium feeding means t o a position wM printin g can be carried out using said 
print head, the control method comprising: 

a first stop of moving a carriag e on which a print head that ojooto ink ia mounted, to a 
p o s ition wher e preliminary ejection can bo oorri e d outj 

a-see ond stop of allowing said print hoad to onrry out pr e liminary ejection; 
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ft third step of moving said carriage to a position whoro acrid print h e ad con oxoout e 
printing on a print medium; 

fr fourfh st e p of f e eding on e of a plurality of stack e d print media; and 

a - fifth stop of convoying said print medium fed by oaid fourth st e p to a position where 
printing can bo earned out uaing said print hood, and 

wherein throo or mor e of said fir o t to fifth stops arc not simultaneously execut ed 

a step of controlling for causing performan ce of a print medium feeding and conveying 
operation of continuously conveying said print medium wh ile shifting said prin t medium frogy 
said print medium feeding means to said print mediu m conveying means, and causing in parallel, 
performance of a preliminary ejecting operation during a par t of the period of the performance of 
the print medium feeding and conveying operation; 

wherein not all of driving of said print medium feeding means, dri vinp of said print 
medium conveying means and said preliminary ejecting ope ration are simultaneously performed. 

Claim 6 (new); An ink jet printing apparatus as claimed in claim 1 , wherein said 
control means providing control such that said preliminary ejecting operation is started after said 
driving of said print medium feeding means has completed. 
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